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NOTES AND NEWS 



Prom Nature for September 12 we take the following : " The third 
volume, which deals with linguistics, of the Reports of the Cambridge 
Anthropological Expedition to Torres Straits has now been published by 
the Cambridge University Press. The volume is by Mr. Sidney H. Ray, 
and consists of four parts, dealing respectively with the languages of 
Torres Straits, the languages of Cape York Peninsula, North Queensland, 
the languages of British New Guinea, and the linguistic position of the 
languages of Torres Straits, Australia and British New Guinea. . . . The 
following general linguistic summary gives the results of Mr. Ray's work 
on the material collected by himself and Dr. A. C. Haddon with the as- 
sistance of numerous other workers : (1) The western language of Torres 
Straits is Australian. (2) The eastern language of the Straits is mor- 
phologically related to the Papuan of New Guinea. (3) There is no 
genealogical connection between the two languages of the Straits. (4) 
There is no evidence of an African, Andaman, Papuan or Malay connec- 
tion with the Australian languages. There are reasons for regarding the 
Australian as in a similar morphological stage to the Dravidian, but there 
is no genealogical relationship proved. (5) The Papuan languages are 
distinct from the Melanesian. They are in some respects similar to the 
Australian, but their exact positions are not yet proved. (6) Languages 
of the Papuan type are found in German New Guinea. There is no 
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direct evidence of their existence in Netherlands New Guinea. (7) There 
is insufficient evidence to connect the Papuan with the Andaman or Hal- 
maheran languages. (8) In the northern Melanesian Islands a few lan- 
guages are found which have Papuan characteristics. (9) Differences of 
grammar and vocabulary which appear in other island languages appear 
to be remains of an archaic Melanesian speech. There is no grammatical 
evidence to connect them with the Papuan, but they show the Papuan 
diversity of vocabulary. (10) The Melanesian languages of New Guinea 
and those of the islands are closely (genealogically) related in grammar 
and vocabulary. (11) The Melanesian languages of New Guinea and 
the islands stand in the same position with regard to the Polynesian. 
Both the former represent an older and fuller form of speech of which 
the Polynesian is a later and more simplified descendant." 

A course of lectures is to be given in Columbia University during the 
current academic year with the special purpose of offering to the students 
of the University a general view of the entire outlines of modern knowl- 
edge and a definite conception of the province and problems of each of 
the sciences and of its relations to other sciences. By means of such a 
course it is hoped to offset in some degree the effects of the specialization 
inevitable in present-day university study, and to make it at least possible 
for all who leave the University to carry with them some sense of the 
unity of knowledge, and of the correlation and interdependence of its 
several provinces. The lectures, which are open to the public, are given 
on Wednesdays, beginning October 16. The program is as follows: 
Mathematics, Cassius J. Keyser; Physics, Ernest Fox Nichols; Chem- 
istry, Charles F. Chandler; Astronomy, Harold Jacoby; Geology, James 
Furman Kemp; Biology, Edmund B. Wilson; Physiology, Frederic S. 
Lee; Botany, Herbert M. Richards; Zoology, Henry E. Cramp ton; An- 
thropology, Franz Boas; Archeology, James R. Wheeler; History, James 
H. Robinson; Economics, Henry R. Seager; Politics, Chas. A. Beard; 
Jurisprudence, Munroe Smith; Sociology, Franklin H. Giddings; Philos- 
ophy, Nicholas Murray Butler; Psychology, R. S. Woodworth; Meta- 
physics, Frederick J. E. Woodbridge; Ethics, John Dewey; Philology, 
A. V. W. Jackson; Literature, Harry Thurston Peck. 

A Japanese translation of Professor Warner Fite's "Introductory 
Study of Ethics " by N. Oshima, revised by Professor Rikizo Nakashima, 
of Tokyo University, has recently been published. 

Mr. F. N. Freeman, assistant in the Yale psychological laboratory, is 
to substitute for Professor Gault in psychology and education during the 
fall term at Washington College, Chestertown, Maryland. 

Professor George Santayana, assistant professor of philosophy at 
Harvard University, has been made professor of philosophy. 

Dr. Ernest Albee, assistant professor of philosophy at Cornell Uni- 
versity, has been made professor of philosophy. 

Dr. G. W. T. Whitney, of Bryn Mawr College, has been made in- 
structor in philosophy at Princeton University. 



